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During their EL skills block, students read to build knowledge about the rainforest 

and analyze narrative writing to build proficiency in writing first person narratives 

about the rainforest. Students build background knowledge on biodiversity in the 

rainforest and rainforest deforestation to understand why scientists, like Meg 

Lowman, study the rainforest. Students closely read excerpts of The Most 

Beautiful Roof in the World by Kathryn Lasky and other texts to identify text 

structure and practice summarizing the text. This Unit centers on CCSS ELA 

W.5.3, W.5.4, and W.5.6.  (Researching to Build Knowledge and Teach Others: 
Biodiversity in the Rainforest | EL Education Curriculum, n.d.) 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/6/


The Most Beautiful Roof in the World   by Kathryn Lasky 

The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry 

Rainforest-alliance.org 

nationalgeographic.org 

Grade 5 EL Education Curriculum: Researching to Build Knowledge and Teach 

Others: Biodiversity in the Rainforest

 

● “Central to EL Education's curriculum is a focus on "habits of character" 

and social-emotional learning. Students work to become effective 

learners, developing mindsets and skills for success in college, career, 

and life (e.g., initiative, responsibility, perseverance, collaboration); work 

to become ethical people, treating others well and standing up for what is 

right (e.g., empathy, integrity, respect, compassion); and work to 

contribute to a better world, putting their learning to use to improve 

communities (e.g., citizenship, service). 

● In this module, students work to contribute to a better world: put their 

learning to use to improve communities (e.g., citizenship, service).

http://rainforest-alliance.org/
http://nationalgeographic.org/


● Students also focus on working to become effective learners, 

developing the mindsets and skills for success in college, career, and life 

(e.g., initiative, responsibility, perseverance, collaboration).” (Researching 

to Build Knowledge and Teach Others: Biodiversity in the Rainforest | EL 

Education Curriculum, n.d.)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


