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● OPTIONAL: Allow students to write 

their own story starters and create a 

Writing Roulette Wheel. The wheel 

can include written prompts or 

pictures to guide student thinking.

Choose a prompt in advance for students to 

respond to or have students spin the Writing 

Roulette Wheel.  

Three pairs of students form a group. 

Assign each pair a letter (Pair A, Pair B, Pair 

C).

1. Set the timer for 7 minutes. Each pair writes the first scene of a story. 

During the first round of writing, pairs should set the scene for their 

narrative by introducing the characters and setting. After 10 minutes, Pair 

A passes their writing to Pair B, Pair B passes to Pair C, and Pair C 

passes to Pair A.  



2. Set the timer again for 10 minutes. Pairs read what the first pair has 

written and continue the story by introducing a problem or conflict. After 7 

minutes, the pairs pass their writing for the second time. 

3. Pairs read Part 1 and Part 2 of the story and write a resolution. After 10 

minutes the writing is passed to the original writers, who read the 

completed work. 

Encourage students to share their group’s writing by reading or acting out their 

stories.  

 

Select a word list. Words can be previously taught CVC 

words (K-2) or content specific academic vocabulary (3-5). 

Pre-teach or review the words, if necessary. Show students 

the list of words. Ask students to work in pairs to write a 

story, using the words in the order they appear on the list.

When students read and/or act out their stories, have the 

others monitor to see that the words have been used in 

order. 

The class can discuss the meanings of the words used – were the meanings 

different from the meanings students originally learned? 

 



To review, students can act out examples of the 7 Types of Narrative Conflict 

(below) in short improv skits. Assign a type and let a pair of students begin the 

scene. Call out “freeze” and have another pair jump in to complete the scene. 

Repeat with other types of narrative conflict.  

The students watching should be guessing the type as the scene plays out. 

Person vs. Self. ... 

● Person vs. Person... 

● Person vs. Society... 

● Person vs. Nature... 

● Person vs. Supernatural. ... 

● Person vs. Technology… 

● Person vs. Fate… 

When introducing Writing Roulette for the first time, have students write about 

something that is familiar to them (i.e., connects to previous learning or personal 

experience). 

Have each pair use a different color marker or pen while writing. This way you 

know who wrote what scene in each story.  

While students are writing, actively monitor the groups. Facilitate generation of 

ideas by asking open ended questions and encouraging student to student 

discourse. 



 

Allow students to act out their scene in the story prior to writing it down. This may 

require extra time between rounds. Encourage students to use gestures and 

expressive voices while acting. 

After groups act out their stories, the class can discuss the meanings of the 

words used – were the meanings different from the meanings students originally 

learned? 

Pay attention to students’ ability to communicate effectively with one another to 

co-construct a cohesive narrative. Consider providing groups with sentence 

starters to discuss their writing process: 

 

 

 


